
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Water Plant Intake Pipe Cleaning – Frequently Asked Questions 

As of August 11, 2017 

 

During the week of July 31, a biennial inspection of the Village’s water intake pipe in Lake Michigan revealed 

an excessive build-up of sand and sediment. While this does not compromise the quality of water in the 

Village’s water supply, as any sand and sediment is removed during the water treatment process, it is 

necessary to perform a comprehensive cleaning of the intake pipe to remove the sand and sediment material 

to ensure adequate water flow into the Glencoe Water Plant.  

The Village has contracted with Northern Divers USA, Inc. of Spring Grove, Illinois to begin this process starting 

Monday, August 21 and continuing through Thursday, August 24. 

 

Why is the cleaning necessary? 

 A scheduled inspection conducted during the week of July 31 revealed an excessive amount of sand and 

sediment inside the Village’s 24-inch water intake pipe, which extends 3,300 feet out into Lake Michigan. This 

pipe is the primary source of water to the Glencoe Water Plant and the cleaning will ensure that the flow of 

water to the plant is sufficient for the community’s needs. 

Does the sand and sediment impact water quality of the drinking water produced and distributed 

from the Glencoe Water Plant? 

No, there is no negative impact to drinking water delivered to homes and businesses in Glencoe. The sand and 

sediment does not compromise the quality of water in the Glencoe water supply, as it is removed during the 

water treatment process. 

How will the cleaning impact Glencoe Beach? 

The cleaning will require the use of seven diesel engine pumps operating continuously over a period of several 

days to flush out the sand and sediment. These pumps will be located just south of the Glencoe Water Plant, 

operating from the morning of Monday, August 21 until the cleaning is finished sometime on Thursday,  

August 24. While all areas of the beach (outside of the work zone), will remain open during the cleaning 

process, excessive noise is expected. Because pumps will create a dangerous undercurrent while in operation, 

no swimming or boating will be allowed while the pumping is taking place. Additionally, pedestrian access to 

the beach from Wednesday, August 16 through Friday, August 18 will be limited to Park Avenue only, as Hazel 

Avenue will be used for staging and deliveries.  

 



Can anyone swim or sail around Glencoe Beach during the cleaning? 

For the safety of our residents and Glencoe Beach patrons, the water will be closed Monday, August 21-

Thursday, August 24 due to the dangerous undercurrent that the pumps will create in the work zone near 

the beach. No swimming, sailing or kayaking near Glencoe Beach will be permitted. 

How will the maintenance cleaning project impact residents of the lakefront? 

There is a high likelihood of steady and continuous noise from the diesel engines, but it is unclear at this time 

how much of the sound will resonate up the bluff and how that may impact residents living near the lakefront.  

Why does this maintenance cleaning need to happen now? Why not wait until the beach is less in 

use? 

While the timing of this critical system maintenance may not be ideal, due to the quickly changing weather 

and the limited availability of contractors who have the expertise to conduct such cleaning, the best option 

available to the Village was to contract with Northern Divers USA, Inc. of Spring Grove, Illinois and to begin the 

cleaning process starting Monday, August 21. 

Who do I contact with questions?  

Please contact David Mau, Public Works Director, at (847) 461-1116 or Alex Urbanczyk, Water Plant 

Supervisor, at (847) 461-1651 with any questions you may have. 

 

The Village appreciates your understanding and cooperation as we prepare to complete  

this important maintenance work for the Glencoe Water Utility. 


